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her ready money and the rest of her income for this
year should be divided in equal portions between
the little girls and the servants whom she had, in
addition to James and Fanny. Having assured
herself that there was nothing in this will which
pained me, or was contrary to the law, she made
me promise to have it punctually executed. After
that she continued to live her ordinary life so far as
her strength, which declined daily, permitted; and
we had more talk together than we had ever before
had. In truth, sir, I would have given everything
that I owned in the world to preserve her, to keep
her alive, even in the state in which I had found
her, and to pass the remainder of my days at her
side.

Many people would not believe her as ill as
she was and continued sending her, as they had
done all the winter, copies of verse addressed to
her, sometimes under the name of Caliste, some-
times under that of Aspasia; but she no longer
read them. One day I spoke to her of the pleasure
that she must feel at seeing herself esteemed by
everyone. She assured me that, having been
formerly very sensible of scorn, she had never
become so of esteem. " My judges," she said,
" are only men and women, that is to say, what I
am myself; and I know myself better than they
can know me. The only praise that has given me

pleasure was that of Lord L------'s uncle.    He

loved me as being such a person as, according to
him, one ought to be, and if he had had to alter
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